
WICKS
PALO ALTO 
LAWN BOWLS 
CLUB
PRESIDENT 

Nadine O’Leary

VICE PRESIDENT 

John MacMorris

TREASURER

Frank Matyskiela

SECRETARY 

Kent Mather

DIRECTORS 

Bud Birkenseer
Joy Guy
Ian Harris 
Linda Jensen
Angie Peet
Christine Stafford

PIMD REPRESENTATIVE

Frank Matyskiela

WICKS EDITOR

David Hale

SUMMER HOURS 

Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday, 10:00 am.
Wednesday TGIW
Bowls, 5:30 pm.
Sunday, 1:30 pm. 

CONTACT

474 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto, CA 94301
650-323-2575

www.palbc.org

OCTOBER 2018

(continued on page 4)

Everyone is a Winner at
the PALBC Mixed Draw
Triples Tournament
Well, every team won at least one game and no
team went undefeated.

All the “draw” tournaments at PALBC this year
are handicapped events. This is an attempt to
level the teams in these more casual tournaments
which might bring out some of  our newer or
older bowlers. It was good to see two of  our 
over-90-year-old members, George Moratta and
Larry Guglielmeli, out there. They teamed up as
leads, each bowling in one direction, on Sam
Hebert’s team.

As it turned out, three of  the teams had a handi-
cap of  7 and one team a 6 handicap giving a
point to the other three teams in the field. That
1 point did not decide any of  the games.

In order to shorten the day, games were played
to 10 ends. Three games were played, one before
lunch and two after a 30 minute break for lunch.
Going into that last game, one team was unde-
feated and one team had not yet won a game.

The undefeated team lost their last game and 
the team without a victory won their last game
making every team a winner at least once. The
championship was decided by the head to head
result of  the two teams who finished 2-1.

Congratulations to our 2018 Mixed Draw
Triples Champions, John Hickson, John Peet,
and Michelle Matthews. 

Palo Alto Bowlers at 
San Francisco LBC’s 
17th Annual Centennial
Tournament
The San Francisco LBC celebrated it’s 117 year
anniversary on Sunday, August 26 with the 17th
annual Centennial Cup Invitational Mixed Triples
tournament. This popular tournament is attended
by bowlers from clubs throughout the area, 
including many from the Palo Alto LBC.

2018 Mixed Draw Triples Champions, John Peet,
Michelle Matthews, and John Hickson.

Grace Griffiths, Christine Stafford, Linda Jensen, 
and Joy Guy supervising John MacMorris during the 
installation of  our new club sign.
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What’s Happening at PALBC
We Really Need a New 
Facilities Rental Coordinators 
We still need someone (or two) to step up and take over from
Christine Stafford and Margot Goodman who have been 
running this program for our club for several years. 

This approximately $12,000 per year income to the club from
rentals is critical for the operation of  the club. That is what 
we pay the City for the use and maintenance of  the facility. 
If  it doesn’t come from rentals it will come from increased
membership dues.

The rental season (for non-members) begins in February and
ends November 1st. Please review the palbc.org website for
more information on rental facilities. 

Responsibilities:
• Process applications from companies, individuals, and 
members for use of  the clubhouse and/or green. 
• Make sure there are no conflicting dates with tournaments,
social events or other rentals.
• Arrange for club members to assist when groups want to 
include lawn bowling in their event. 
• Receive deposits and process invoices. 
• Provide directions for setting up, and clean up.

Qualifications:
• Ability to pay attention to details.
• Ability to follow through with requests, normally through email.
• Excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work with a 
variety of  people.

TGIW Officially Ended for the Year
However, Wednesday evening bowling still continue as long as
the light and weather hold out. If  we get enough bowlers out,
we can order pizza or you could bring something to share with
those who want to stay for a little socializing after bowling. 

A big thank you to all those who hosted dinners throughout
the summer. 

Last Chance for an Autumn League
A recent check of  the sign-up sheet for the Autumn League
showed that nobody had signed up. It was scheduled to start
October 7, and if  we don’t get at least people for four teams, 
it will be cancelled.

The Refrigerator is Now Locked
A reminder that the Board decided that the lock bar across 
the refrigerator be kept in place and locked, to be opened only
when there are club draw games, tournaments, and socials. 

The key to the lock is the same one members use to open the
equipment shed, and the bowls shed. Sorry if  this is just one
more thing to remember to lock when leaving. 

To Tread or Not to Tread…
Have you looked at the soles of  your lawn bowling shoes
lately? Are they really flat with no tread? Can you step in the

sand and see indentations from your shoe tread? If  so, perhaps
you should look in your closet for a pair with smoother soles
that will not affect the green. 

The green is the most important, and most expensive to main-
tain asset our club has. If  you need a pair of  flat soled shoes,
Keds, Superga, Skechers, and Slazenger, and others make
shoes with no tread. The green will appreciate it if  you do.

Octoberfest on the Green
Mark your calendar for our next social on 
Saturday, October 21. Enjoy beer tasting,
three ’kinds of  sausage, warm German 
potato salad, sauerkraut, red cabbage, 
rolls, and to top it off, maybe a bit of  
apple strudel for dessert.

We will bowl earlier than our usual 
Sunday time. Have your chip on the
draw board by 9:45 am and we will 
start bowling at10:00 am  and then 
immediately follow with our festive lunch.

Invitations will be sent by the end of  September. 
It is important to RSVP by the deadline requested.

We may even try a new bowling format that day, 
just to add to the fun!

New Date for Annual Shield Challenge
The Palo Alto Lawn Bowls Club hosts the Shield Challenge on
Friday, October 26. This is a change from the original date of
Wednesday, October 3. 

This is our annual inter-club tournament against bowlers from
the Sunnyvale LBC to determine who holds the coveted Shield
Challenge plaque. We currently hold the plaque. Come out
and have some fun and help us defend it this year.

We will bowl as mixed triples and there will be two games —
one before and one after lunch.  with possibly a pair, depend-
ing on the number of  bowlers. There will be a signup sheet in
the club house and you can sign up to bowl both games, or
only the morning or afternoon game. 

If  you want to bowl, please sign up no later than October 20.
Bowlers should wear whites or club shirts and bring a lunch.
Arrive by 9:15 because we plan to begin bowling by 10:00.

New Location for the PIMD 
Novice Recognition and Closing Day
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 20, for the
annual PIMD Novice Recognition Closing Day Tournament. 

Closing day is traditionally held at the San Francisco LBC
greens. Their greens are being renovated for the National
Championships to be held next year. While those greens are
going to be lovely when reconstruction of  the surrounds and
the leveling of  the greens are completed, unfortunately that
“loveliness” will happen just a bit later than the scheduled date
for Closing Day. 



What do the experts tell us?
These are just a few of  the wise words from top international
bowlers.

1. “Consistency is impossible without a smooth delivery.”
You can only accurately judge weight (distance) if  your deliv-
ery arm swings backwards and forwards at an even pace.
Any jerk or nudge in the delivery will usually add too much
weight and the bowl will be long.

2. “Too many bowlers look at the jack rather than a definite
point of  aim.”
This is especially so of  newer bowlers. Looking at the jack as
you deliver the bowl will almost invariably result in a narrow
delivery, because your arm will naturally go in the direction
you are looking!  So, keep your eyes on your chosen delivery
line until the follow through is complete and make sure the
palm of  your hand remains open and facing upwards. Any
turning of  the wrist will automatically send the bowl in the
wrong direction. 

I know we all like to see how good a delivery we have made
but you have between 10 to 12 seconds to see the result, so
hold your delivery position for at least 5 or 6 seconds before

New Members
Linda Campbell

Lisette Micek

Albert Tam

PALBC CALENDAR
September

28 PALBC Men’s Draw Pairs (handicap system), Palo 
Alto LBC. Registration from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

October
3 Wednesday Night Bowling (TGIW) ends, Palo Alto LBC.
6 PIMD Novice Singles (men and women), Berkeley LBC. 

Saturday and Sunday if  needed.
20 PIMD Novice Recognition and Closing Day, 

Rossmoor LBC. (note venue change)
21 PALBC Octoberfest Social, Palo Alto LBC. Bowling at 

Coach’s Corner
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looking up to see the result.

3. “One in the back is worth 10 in the way.”
That may be a slight exaggeration but you get the point!
How often do you see the head with far too many bowls
short of  the jack? Every skip is looking to have a few bowls
beyond the jack, preferably with one or two no more than
18 inches behind. That way you are building the head for
your skip. Most of  the time short bowls are just in the way,
unless they are close enough to the jack to be promoted.
There are of  course times when a short bowl is needed and
the skip will indicate when this is the case, otherwise, your
aim is to reach the jack and be in the head.

So work on that smooth delivery, concentrate your eyes on
the line of  delivery and aiming point for at least 5 seconds
from the time of  release and finally, work on the weight of
your delivery to avoid too many short bowls. 

You will quickly become a better bowler and your skip will
be glad to have you on the team.

Good bowling and good luck.
— John Hickson

10:00 am with lunch following.
26 Shield Challenge, Palo Alto LBC.
27 Halloween Party, Del Mesa Carmel LBC.

November
2 U.S. Open, South Central Division Clubs. Ten days 

through Sunday, November 11.
17 Glenn Stewart Invitational (mixed triples), 

Palo Alto LBC.
25 U.S. National Championships, Sun City, Florida.

Seven days through Friday, November 30.
December

1 PIMD meeting, Berkeley LBC.
8 PALBC Annual Meeting and Lunch, Palo Alto LBC. 

Meeting at 11:00 am with lunch following.

Fortunately, the Greens & Grounds people at Rossmoor were
persuaded to hold off  a bit on coring their greens, and they are
able to step-up and host the Closing Day event. 

So we will see you at Rossmoor on October 20 and remember
that Novices bowl free at this tournament. Everyone will have
a good time renewing old acquaintances and making new
friends in the beautiful greens of  Rossmoor.

Details will follow. Please watch the bulletin board at the club
and check your email.

Missing Swiss Flag
Michael Gagliasso may have left a Swiss flag (white cross on a
red background) at the club a few weeks ago. If  anyone re-
members seeing it or might have an idea where it is, please
contact him or leave him a note at the club. Thank you.
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This year was no exception and some of  our Palo Alto club
bowlers did very well. The champions were the undefeated
Collaço siblings, Larry, Marcy, and Oscar. Larry is a dual
member of  our club. In third place were Palo Alto members
Ginger and Ian Harris bowling with Janet Mednick from San
Francisco. finishing in fifth place was the all PALBC team of
Frank Matyskiela, Fred Anast and Rose Selby. 

In Other PIMD News...
Still Seeking Treasures!
A garage sale is being organized as a part of  the fundraising
effort for PIMD to host the 2019 National Championships.
Start saving your gently used or new items! If  you can get
them to the club, that would be helpful, but please let Angie
Peet or Ginger Harris know so we can collect them in a timely
manner. We do not want the clubhouse looking messy —
especially since we have rentals going on. 

If  you’d prefer to have your donation picked up, contact Angie

or Ginger. A couple of  restrictions: no furniture that one per-
son can’t handle alone, only clean clothing in good condition,
and no electrical appliances. The sale will be held next spring,
but we are happy to store items that you need to get rid of  now.

Thanks in advance for your support!

PIMD Mixed Team Pairs
The San Jose LBC hosted this tournament on their new green.
The club had undergone a complete makeover with a new
green and surrounds to show off. Some bowlers feel the new
green is the best bowling surface in the PIMD.

There were 24 bowlers looking forward to bowling on the 
new surface, including 8 Palo Alto bowlers as 12 teams met to
compete for the Team Pairs championship. 

After the last bowls had been rolled and the scores were totaled,
two of  our members finished in the money. Bud Birkenseer,
bowling with Heather Seacrist of  San Jose, finished third. 
Ginger Harris, bowling with Jim Corr of  Berkeley, took home
the fourth place money. 


