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PIMD Closing and Novice
Recognition Day Festivities
If  you didn’t make it to the PIMD Closing Day
this year, you missed an enjoyable day of  bowl-
ing on Rossmoor’s three lovely greens, visiting
with friends from other Bay Area clubs, partak-
ing of  some delicious treats offered by the hospi-
tality crew and maybe even going home with a
little prize money! 

You would also have been present for the intro-
duction of  the two Charter Members into our
newly-instituted PIMD Hall of Fame.   

Over 90 bowlers — novices and veterans — gath-
ered at Rossmoor to celebrate another successful
year of  social and tournament bowling. Mem-
bers from our division clubs showed up ready for
a day of  friendly competition. It was encourag-
ing for the future of  lawn bowling that 17 of
those bowlers were novices.

Bud Birkenseer did his usual magic, shuffling
teams right up until the games began. The mix
of  fours and triples teams played one game be-

Palo Alto LBC members enjoyed a lucrative day at the PIMD Closing and Novice Recognition Day. Enjoying their 
rewards are Rose Selby, John MacMorris, Sam Hebert, Michelle Matthews, Grace Griffiths, Christine Stafford, and
Max Capestany. Rose is one of the 17 novices welcomed at the celebration.

fore lunch and one after, taking advantage of  the
lunch break to visit with friends from other clubs
and make plans for future bowling fun together. 

Prizes were awarded for wins on each green in
both the morning and in the afternoon, with five
of  the novices taking home some cash. Most of
our Palo Alto bowlers took home cash prizes! 

The 50-50 raffle to support the National Cham-
pionships in 2019 brought in almost $200 for the
fund, and one lucky winner, Frank Cieplinski
from Santa Clara, walked out with the other half
of  the day’s income. (He did generously donate
some of  that back to the fund. Thank you,
Frank!) Six other raffle winners won a coupon
for entry into a PIMD tournament in 2019. 

Closing Day is always the last big division-wide
gathering every year, and is usually held at San
Francisco. Due to the ongoing construction work
to ready those greens for the Nationals next year,
Rossmoor graciously offered to host the event. It
is a bit of  a ride to Walnut Creek, but, ask any-
one who attended if  it was worth it, and you’ll
get a resounding “Yes!”
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What’s Happening at PALBC
Message from the President
I’d like to give a big “Thank You” to some of  our members who 
volunteer their time to make our club such a nice place to be.

• To Sam Hebert, Frank Maty, and John MacMorris for
adding sand to holes, aerating spots, and adding fertilizer 
and seed. 
• To John Hickson for working with the City’s new gardening
service, Bright View, to ensure mowing, verticutting and fertil-
izing is done correctly, and for planting the flowers by the
Churchill gate to brighten up the place. 
• To Christine Stafford who gave us two stuffed crows. When
placed on the lawn laying on their sides, the fake birds cause
the real crows some distress and they will stay away.
• To John MacMorris, John Hickson, and now Albert Tam
who roll the green on a regular basis. 

Because of  all this work, our green is in the best condition it’s
been in for years. If  you have not been bowling lately, you are
missing out! 

Thank you also to: Carrie Chiang who bought two large
pumpkins for the Halloween season; Dave Simpson who 
recently cleaned the carpeting in the clubhouse and it looks 
really nice; Liz Hogan for making sure the kitchen is always
clean; John Peet for putting up the new gate sign on the 
Embarcadero Gate. 

We Really Need a New 
Facilities Rental Coordinators 
We still need someone (or two) to step up and take over from
Christine Stafford and Margot Goodman who have been 
running this program for our club for several years. 

This approximately $12,000 per year income to the club from
rentals is critical for the operation of  the club. That is what 
we pay the City for the use and maintenance of  the facility. 
If  it doesn’t come from rentals it will come from increased
membership dues.

Charter Year for the
PIMD Hall of  Fame
The PIMD Hall of  Fame was created to recognize and honor
members of  our division who have contributed to the fabric of
the division to create the foundation for successful bowlers and
clubs. A committee worked to formalize the process and proce-
dures for this to happen. Nominations were solicited from all
the PIMD clubs this year. 

A nominee’s accomplishments must speak to her or his charac-
ter and faithful service. This is exemplified by serving in
elected or appointed offices within the PIMD and member
clubs, growing PIMD club membership and supporting
bowlers with coaching, team building and novice events, mar-
keting lawn bowls throughout PIMD. 

Nominees will have introduced members of  the public to our
sport, and have competitive bowling  achievements at the club,
division, national and/or international level while exhibiting
leadership and stellar comportment.

Two division members were inducted this year. EB Parkell, a
member of  the San Francisco LBC and a dual member of  the
Palo Alto LBC was honored for her tireless work in support of
PIMD. She served as the Division Head Umpire, and a board
member of  the San Francisco LBC for many years. 

She has been a competitive bowler both in club, division and
out of  division events as well as being a positive supporter of
bowlers at all levels. EB is an ambassador for lawn bowling
where ever she goes. 

The two Charter members of  the new PIMD Hall of  Fame were honored
at the Closing Day ceremonies. Bud Birkenseer and EB Parkell, whose
award was accepted by Linda Flores, exemplify the outstanding character
and service that is the foundation of  the PIMD.

Bud Birkenseer was also honored this year. The list of  his 
accomplishments both on and off  the green is impressive to
say the least! A member of  several PIMD clubs, his generous
service as Palo Alto LBC and PIMD Tournament Director,
his friendly and supportive efforts to bowlers from novice 
onward to name a few. 

In addition, he is generous with his woodworking skills which
have benefited our club as he creates trophies and helps with
construction efforts, his work for BowlsUSA as the Super Shots
Coordinator, his participation and success in club, division and
national bowling competitions — the list goes on. We would be
hard-pressed to find a bowler at PALBC or in PIMD who has
not benefitted from Bud’s influence in one way or the other. 

Congratulations to these two incredible members of  our club
and division!  



New Members
Patricia Herriot 

Robert Herriot

Coach’s Corner
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Standing in the Way
How often do you hear a bowler on the mat shouting to
bowlers in the head to move out of  their line of  vision?
The answer is too often. This is because most bowlers are
not aware of  the guidelines when standing in the head.

Whenever you are on the green standing behind the
head — whether you are a lead, second, or skip — not
only should you be about 5 to 6 feet behind the head,
but you must not obscure the white boundary markers or
the center yellow marker, as these are often used as guide
lines by the bowler on the mat.

Therefore, you need to make sure you are always stand-
ing between the center marker and the white markers on
either side. If  it is a long jack, then you should stand on
the bank which avoids the problem altogether.

If  everyone follows this advice, we can save the bowler
on the mat having to shout in frustration!

—John Hickson

PALBC CALENDAR
October

26 Shield Challenge, Palo Alto LBC. (CANCELLED)
27 Halloween Party, Del Mesa Carmel LBC.

November
2 U.S. Open, South Central Division Clubs. Ten days 

through Sunday, November 11.
17 Glenn Stewart Invitational (mixed triples), 

Palo Alto LBC.
25 U.S. National Championships, Sun City, Florida.

Seven days through Friday, November 30.
December

1 PIMD meeting, Berkeley LBC.
8 PALBC Annual Meeting and Lunch, Palo Alto LBC. 

Meeting at 11:00 am with lunch following.

The rental season (for non-members) begins in February and
ends November 1st. Please review the palbc.org website for
more information on rental facilities. 

Responsibilities:
• Process applications from companies, individuals, and 
members for use of  the clubhouse and/or green. 
• Make sure there are no conflicting dates with tournaments,
social events or other rentals.
• Arrange for club members to assist when groups want to 
include lawn bowling in their event. 
• Receive deposits and process invoices. 
• Provide directions for setting up, and clean up.

Qualifications:
• Ability to pay attention to details.
• Ability to follow through with requests, normally through email.
• Excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work with a 
variety of  people.

Winter bowling Hours Begin 
After Daylight Savings Ends
Pacific Standard Time begins Sunday, November 4. Bowling
hours will be as follows: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday start
time will be 12:30 with chips on the board by 12:15. Sunday
bowling time remains at 1:30 throughout the year.

A Little House Keeping Request
Did you use the last paper towel in the kitchen? Please put a
new roll in the holder. Did you use the last roll of  toilet tissue
in the bathroom? Please add a new one. 

There is a small group of  people who purchase kitchen and
bathroom supplies as well as sodas, beer, and wine. You are
asked to help by replenishing an item if  you use the last one.
Just look around in the locker rooms for toilet tissue, paper
towels, and soap if  something need service. 

The Annual Meeting is Approaching
We are approaching the end of  our bowling calendar. If  you
haven’t done so already, please put the date and time of  the
annual meeting, Saturday, December 8, on your calendar. 

The meeting will start at 11:00 followed by lunch and bowling.
You will receive the meeting notice not less than two weeks
prior that will include all the necessary information.

Shield Challenge Cancelled
The Shield Challenge with the Sunnyvale LBC has been 
cancelled. Too many of  the bowlers who were interested in 
competing had schedule conflicts. 

The Shield will be rescheduled for a date in 2019 that is 
agreeable to both clubs.

Last Person Out?
There have been several incidences this past year where the
outside gates, clubhouse doors, or shed and equipment doors
have not been secured. Recently someone left the master key
that is kept in the equipment shed in the lock of  the women’s
restroom. We have been lucky in that nothing has been stolen

or damaged, although in the past a gas BBQ was removed
from the premises.

Please look around to see if  you are the last person out. If  so,
be sure to review the new closing check list that will be posted
on the outside bulletin board. It will include reminders to
check the clubhouse windows, lights, padlocks, bar on the 
refrigerator, etc. 
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The finalists in the PIMD Novice tournament. Champion Jeff  Schaper (Rossmoor LBC), Ian Cameron (Berkeley LBC), Rose Selby (Palo Alto LBC),
and Andrew Keeler (San Francisco LBC)   

PIMD Novice Championship
The tournament was held in Berkeley with the Blue Angels
aerobatic team entertaining the competitors both Saturday
and Sunday. The 12 bowlers represented 7 of  our 9 PIMD
clubs which was very impressive. 

The bowlers played singles games to 16 points.The Saturday
games determined which four players would advance to the
round-robin finals on Sunday. 

After some close games on Saturday, Rose Selby, Andrew
Keeler, and Jeff  Schaper were undefeated and they were

joined in the finals by Ian Cameron who had one loss. 
Michael McClintock also had just one loss but Ian advanced
on differential points.

In the Sunday round robin, Jeff  Schaper won all three of  
his games, two of  which were very close, to remain undefeated
in the tournament. Congratulations to our 2018 Novice
Champion, Jeff  Schaper of  the Rossmoor LBC.

It was a fun tournament with great people. There were more
markers than needed, which was unusual and welcomed. Even
Tournament Chairman, Bud Birkenseer, and PIMD President
Zarka Popovic enjoyed the tournament as markers.


