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National Championships
Update
Have you marked your calendars for September
23-27? Organization and fund-raising for our
BowlsUSA National Championships is going
well, and we hope that all of  our PIMD bowlers
will support the event that is being played at the
historic San Francisco Lawn Bowls Club in
Golden Gate Park. Palo Alto has been very gener-
ous with its contributions to the fund-raising effort
so far. Thank You from the organizing committee! 

In the coming weeks, each club will be contacted
by the Nationals Committee Hospitality chair,
Rita Arriaga. She will be asking for support to
provide light breakfast snacks and lunch for 
the players, markers, score keepers and other
volunteers whose help is critical to making this 
a successful and enjoyable event. 

Kevin O’Leary has already volunteered to head
up the Palo Alto delegation, so please let him
know if  you are ready to help!

In addition, check out the club bulletin board for
a sign-up sheet to help as a marker for a singles
game or a score-keeper for one of  the 56 games
that will be played over the three and a half  days
of  the competitions. Pick the date and time when
you will be available. Sign on for as many games as

John Ogden Memorial
Winter League
The San Jose LBC was once again the host of
the John Ogden Memorial Winter League over
three Saturdays in January. While February
has been a stormy month, the Winter League
bowlers were fortunate to play in relatively
balmy weather.

There was a lot of  bowling on the three Saturdays
with three 10-end games a day — each bowler
with just three bowls. An interesting scoring 
system was introduced and both teams could
record a score at the conclusion of  an end. 

Each 10-end game was divided into two 5-end
sets. A team got 1 point for winning a set, 1/2
point for each team if  the set was tied, and 0
points for a loss in a set. The team with the high-
est score at the end of  both sets was awarded 1
bonus point. If  a game was tied after both sets, 
a 1-end tie breaker was played. Statistically, 29%
of  the games ended up with a split score.

Congratulations to the 2019 John Ogden 
Memorial Winter League Champions, Andy
Vevers and Gareth Cole, who scored at least 
1/2 point in every game. And congratulations
also to PALBC members Bud Birkenseer and
Rose Selby for their third place finish. 

(continued)

Our members and dual members Jerry Knott, Frank Matyskiela, Michelle Matthews, Rose Selby, Carrie Chaing, 
Ed Gong, Ginger Harris, Ian Harris, Joy Guy, Mike Coiner, and Irwin Vista enjoyed the Winter League weather.
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you’d like and see the games up close. There will be a “training
and refresher” meeting for both of  these jobs closer to the games,
and this is open to all helpers from novice to veterans. 

All bowlers and supporters are invited to the Opening Cele-
bration on Monday, September 23. Meet the players from all
the divisions, experience a truly California entertainment 
experience, and enjoy a light refreshment reception at the San
Francisco clubhouse. The Closing and Awards dinner will be
held at the Conservatory of  Flowers.  

PIMD hasn’t hosted this event for many years, and it’s an 
opportunity for us to showcase our division’s friendly and wel-
coming members. Be a part of  the excitement. Sign on to help,
come to the games, cheer on our PIMD representatives (to be
determined during March at the playdowns), and help share
the fun of  this wonderful sport. If  you have any questions,
please get in touch with Ginger Harris, co-chair of  the event.

National Championships (continued from page 1)

Something New is Coming...
Third Thursdays
In an effort add something new to our regular draw game 
format, Third Thursday will begin on February 21. On the
third thursday of  each month, all club bowlers are invited and
encouraged to come to the club at 11:30 am, lunch in hand, to
enjoy a bit of  conversation and camaraderie (but no complain-
ing) in the clubhouse before the draw games. There might be a
little treat there — who knows? 

If  you cannot get to the club for lunch and still want to bowl,
be there or call in by 12:15 to get your chip on the board —
same as usual. Draw will be done promptly at 12:15. 

In addition, there will be a little bit of  a challenge on each
rink. Players in the draw will each put $3 in the pot, and the
winners of  the game on each rink will split the $$$ to go home
a bit richer than when they arrived!  

And, even more exciting — can you stand it?— the game 
format will be different each month! No matter if  the games
end up pairs or triples, the format will still fit. Nothing too 
outrageous, but just something a little different once a month
to keep us all on our toes.  

For the inaugural Third Thursday, here is the format. Points
are won by one or both teams for the three closest bowls to the
jack. So, Team A might have the closest bowl to the jack, but
Team B might have the next two closest. Team A gets 1 point.
Team B gets 2 points. Pretty easy, right? We will bowl 14 ends.  

Do you have a good idea for another format? Get in touch with
Ginger Harris (peacecorps.ginger@gmail.com) who is organizing
this craziness. Hope to see a lot of  bowlers on the green on
Thursday, February 21.  

Don’t miss the fun….. Mark your calendars for February 21
and the third Thursday of  every month!

New Sportier Look for PIMD!
A new shirt has been created by Robb Pawlak to highlight and
celebrate our hosting of  the National Championships. A styl-
ized representation of  our division logo is depicted on a com-
fortable sport grade shirt. Samples will be available at Opening
Day and upcoming PIMD tournaments to help members with
shirt sizes and cuts. Order shirts by contacting Ginger Harris
(peacecorps.ginger@gmail.com) once samples have arrived.

There has been a lot of  rain this year but a little rain never stopped a
lawn bowler. Pull on your Wellies and come out for some winter bowling.

Spring Bowling Blast
This is an opportunity for complete beginners to learn lawn
bowling in a fun, and possibly rewarding, league format called
the “Bowling Blast.” The popular Spring Blast will be running
for five consecutive Wednesday evenings beginning March 20,
running through April 17 from 6:00 until 7:15 pm. 

Bring your friends, family, or others who might be interested in
learning about our game. Register through the Palo Alto Enjoy
Catalog, or email Frank Matyskiela (frankmaty@aim.com).
The cost is $20 for the five-day class.

The first week will be an introduction to the game with some
basic instructions and coaching from our club members. The
following four weeks will be run as a league with different
teams formed each week. Scores for each bowler are tallied
separately from week to week, and there will be prizes for the
winners at the end of  the five weeks. It’s a Blast!
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What’s Happening at PALBC
Message From the President
If  it is March, it is time for our calendars, which everybody
should have by now. The PIMD calendar is mostly set for the
year. Our club calendar has many things scheduled, but there
will be additions throughout the year, so please stay tuned for
further developments. Here are some highlights.

Club Socials – Ian Harris and the Hospitality Committee
have an exciting schedule of  eight interesting social events this
year starting with the President’s Day barbecue on February
17. This may have already taken place as you read this but the
next one is a Chinese Banquet on March 20.

Coaching Clinics – John Hickson has scheduled the club’s first
coaching clinic for Sunday, March 3. The PIMD also plans to
schedule coaching clinics in Palo Alto and at other clubs.

Clean Up Day – Our Clean Up Day and Lunch is scheduled
for Saturday, March 30.  

Bowling Blast– The Spring Bowling Blast will start on
Wednesday, March 20 (the same evening as our Equinox pizza
celebration) and continue on five successive Wednesday nights.

Club Tournaments– As usual, Bud Birkenseer has arranged for a
full array of  club tournaments this year, starting Saturday, March 9
with the Women’s and the Men’s Draw Pairs tournaments.

Third Thursday – Beginning February 21, and continuing 
on the third Thursday of  each successive month, we will have
new and different bowling formats. We will ask bowlers to pay
$3 to bowl that day and the money will be distributed as prizes
to the winning teams on each rink.

Inter-club Tournaments – The Meat Axe Challenge will be on
Sunday, May 5 in Palo Alto. The Cable Car Challenge and the
Shield Challenge will be scheduled later. 

Friendship Games – The first games will be hosted by Palo
Alto on Wednesday, May 1. The succeeding games will be on
following Wednesdays at other clubs in the area. These are
causal draw triples games and good events for newer bowlers.

Green Closure – Our Green will be closed for maintenance
from June 3 to June 13. Our first draw game after the green 
reopens will be on Sunday, June 16

PIMD Tournaments – In addition to the many competitive
tournaments scheduled by PIMD, there are the casual 
President’s Recognition Opening Day tournament and Novice
Recognition Closing Day tournaments.

BowlsUSA National Championships– This is an opportunity
to see the best bowling in the country over six days beginning,
Monday, September 23 at the San Francisco LBC. Come on
out and support our PIMD bowlers.

There will be many events to get involved with this year so watch
the calendars and bulletin boards for timely information. 

—John MacMorris

Dues Are Now Past Due
If  you plan to remain a member, and we hope you do, please
get your dues paid before the beginning of  March. It is impor-
tant to renew your membership now so we can give an accurate
membership count to the PIMD. 

If  you have decided not to renew, you might help us by telling
us why in an email to David Hale (david@haybales.biz).

The club dues are as follows: $135 returning regular members;
$80 for dual members and student members; $30 for associate
members. One can pay by bringing a check to the club, by
using the website, or by sending a check payable to Palo Alto
LBC to: PALBC, 474 Embarcadero Road , Palo Alto, CA 94301.

It’s Tournament Time!
The first PALBC tournaments will be held on March 9th. The
Men’s Draw Pairs and Women’s Draw Pairs tournaments will
be held on the same day for the first time ever. The tournament
committee thought the bowling experience would be greater if
all our members had a chance to bowl a tournament together. 

These draw tournaments are great for novices and less experi-
enced bowlers as the events are handicapped. This levels the
playing field for everyone who participates. Each bowler gets a
handicap based on their ability and experience. The best
bowlers are rated 1 with the our newest bowlers rated 7. 

As an example, team A with a 1 and 7 has a handicap of  8.
Team B with a 3 and a 6 has a handicap of  9.  When team A
plays team B, team B will get 1 point (9-8=1) scored in the first
end, regardless of  who wins that end.

This will be a good warm up for the PIMD Opening Day.
Both sign-up sheets will be on the club’s bulletin board on 
Saturday, February 9th. 

The cost of  entry is $5.00, and the bowling starts at 9:30 am,
but the preliminaries (draw etc.) will start at 9:00 am. Come
earlier to have some breakfast snacks and coffee, along with
helping set-up the rinks. 

Available this year at PALBC are email sign-ups for club tourna-
ments. If  you can’t get to the club as often as you would like, just
email Bud Birkenseer (budbirk@gmail.com) and state what 
tournament list you want your name added to. He will record it
and remind you about a week before the event, that you have
signed up. Either way works, bulletin board or email.

Lets make it a fun bowling year and start it with a bang on
March 9th. Hope to see many of  you on the green that day.
Sign-up early so you won’t be the odd man or woman out if
we get overbooked. Good luck and good bowling!

PIMD President’s Recognition and 
Opening Day
The annual tournament will take place on March 16, in San
Francisco’s beautiful Golden Gate Park, hosted by the San
Francisco LBC. The official kick-off  of  the bowling season is 
always a fun event, with many bowlers from all of  the Bay Area
clubs competing for prizes in morning and afternoon draw
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The Pendulum Delivery
There is much talk about the position of  your feet and
the importance of  keeping your shoulders square, so that
the arm does not stray off  the delivery line when prepar-
ing to bowl. However, too often I see bowlers pick up
their bowl and keep both hands on it, right up to the
time of  delivery.

The problem is that, in the majority of  cases, this results
in the bowl being held in front of  the body instead of
being held to the side of  the body, along the delivery
line. This means that the delivery arm is not able to
make a pendulum swing up and down in a straight path
along the delivery line. The arm has to curve back round
the hip and then hope to swing forward on the right line.

The remedy is simple. Once you have the bowl settled in
your right hand, take the left hand off  the bowl so you
can rest it on your left knee (for a right handed bowler) as
you step forward to make the delivery. Before you take
that step, your delivery arm should be to the side of  your
body aiming along the chosen delivery line so you can
then simply swing your arm backwards and forwards in
a pendulum motion knowing that you are much more
likely to achieve a good, accurate delivery. 

Please ask any of  our coaches to demonstrate, if  that
would help you to get it right.

—John Hickson

games. Triples teams are created in a blind draw with different
teams for the morning and afternoon games. 

It is a great opportunity for bowlers who are new to the game,
and of  all skill levels, to mix and mingle and play with bowlers
from all over the area in friendly competition. You might even
win some money!

Once the tournament notice is posted in the clubhouse, write
your name and the position you prefer to bowl on the sign up
sheet. If  you cannot make it to the club, email your interest to
Bud Birkenseer (budbirk@gmail.com) who is the Tournament
Director. Give your $10 entry fee (checks made out to PIMD)
to Frank Matyskiela at the club, or mail it to Bud. Bud’s 
address is 1458 Woodberry Ave, San Mateo, CA 94403-3765. 

Please wear tournament whites or club shirts, and bring your
lunch. Carpools will be available.

Come on Out and Help Us Clean Up the Club
Please join us for our annual clean-up day on Saturday, March
30. As grandmother said, “Many hands make light work.”
What she neglected to mention, however, is that lunch will be
provided and we can bowl afterward.

As in past years, we will be cleaning the clubhouse and locker
rooms, washing the windows and benches, organizing the
kitchen, the cabinets in the club house, and our various storage
closets. We’ll also be doing some group maintenance on the
green, benches and grounds.

A lunch will be provided for the volunteers. We hope to get a
good group out at 9:30 am so we can finish before noon for
those who would like to bowl afterward. There’s a lot of  work
to be done, and it’s easier when we get lots of  people to help.
So, put the date on your calendar.

Want a Real Paper Copy of WicksMailed to You?
If  any members would like to receive a paper copy of  Wicks
mailed to their home, please email  John MacMorris 
(palbc.johnmac@gmail.com).

Hold Your Water
In a small effort to improve our environment, you may have
noticed that we are no longer providing bottled water. Instead,
the club has bright, shiny new aluminum water bottles, free for
our members. Contact John MacMorris if  you would like one.

Opportunities for New Bowlers
Bowlers of  all levels of  skill and experience are welcome in our
weekly draw games. One of  the many pleasant features of  our
club is that our random draw games give new bowlers the
chance to learn and improve by bowling with more experi-
enced players. This is how we all started and one of  the things
that many of  us enjoy about the club.

Our first coaching clinic will be on Sunday, March 3. We 
have an excellent group of  coaches available to help all of  us
improve. John Hickson, Frank Matyskiela, Sam Hebert and
Ginger Harris are our current coaches. Please talk with any of
them if  you want help.

PALBC CALENDAR
February

21 PALBC Third Thursday draw games, Palo Alto  LBC.
March

3 PALBC Coaching Clinic, Palo Alto LBC.
9 PALBC Women’s Draw Pairs, Palo Alto  LBC. 

This event will be handicapped.
9 PALBC Men’s Draw Pairs, Palo Alto  LBC. 

This event will be handicapped.
16 PIMD Presidents Recognition and Opening Day, 

San Francisco LBC.
20 PALBC Equinox Social, Palo Alto LBC. Pizza will 

follow Wednesday evening bowling.
20 PALBC Bowling Blast starts, Palo Alto LBC. This is 

the first of  five consecutive weeks, 6:00 pm –7:15 pm.
23 BUSA Men’s Pairs Playdowns, San Francisco LBC.
23 BUSA Women’s Pairs Playdowns, San Francisco LBC.
30 PALBC Clean-Up Day and Lunch, Palo Alto LBC. 
30 BUSA Men’s Pairs Play-Downs, San Francisco LBC.

April
13 PIMD Vet-Novice Tournament, Oakland LBC.
14 PALBC Chinese Banquet Social, Palo Alto LBC. 
27 PIMD Mixed 2x2 Fours, San Jose LBC.


