
WICKS
PaLo aLto 
Lawn BowLs 
CLUB
PRESIDENT 

Nadine O’Leary

VICE PRESIDENT 

John MacMorris

TREASURER

Frank Matyskiela

SECRETARY 

Kent Mather

DIRECTORS 

Bud Birkenseer
Joy Guy
Ian Harris 
Linda Jensen
Angie Peet
Christine Stafford

PIMD REPRESENTATIVE

Frank Matyskiela

WICKS EDITOR

David Hale

SUMMER HOURS 

Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday, 10:00 am.
Wednesday TGIW
Bowls, 5:30 pm.
Sunday, 1:30 pm. 

CONTACT

474 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto, CA 94301
650-323-2575

www.palbc.org

JULY 2018

(continued on page 2)

They Came, They Saw,
We Conquered
The country mice from Palo Alto successfully 
defended the Cable Car Challenge plaque from a
sophisticated assault by their visiting city cousins
from San Francisco. Each of  the two lawn bowls
clubs fielded five triples teams which bowled 
two, 14-end games under a cloudless sky. The
temperature started in the 60’s, but rose into
the toasty 70’s by the afternoon.

The morning bowling was close. When the two
clubs broke for lunch, Palo Alto led with a nar-
row three to two games margin. The afternoon,
however, produced a pleasant change for the
country cousins, who won four games and tied one. 

It was a fine performance for the Palo Alto side
with seven wins and a tie against San Francisco’s
two wins and a tie. What a satisfying introduc-
tion to competition for Palo alto members
Jeanne Ichnowski and Len Martin, who bowled
in a tournament for the first time.

The Palo Alto skips were Reggie Banares, Bud
Birkenseer (AM), Sam Hebert (PM), Ginger
Harris, John Hickson and Frank Matyskiela. The
following individuals bowled as leads or seconds,
some all day, some in the morning and some in
the afternoon: Andre Banares, Carrie Chiang, Con
Glafkides, Joy Guy, Jeanne Ichnowski, Jerry Knott,

Only one of  them had the score right.

John MacMorris, Len Martin, Kevin O’Leary,
Chuck Sieloff, Bob Schwartz and Ed Walker.

Many thanks to Angie Peet and Ginger Harris
who did a fabulous job providing gracious 
hospitality for the day.

Senior Singles 
Draws a Crowd
There was no shortage of  competitors for the
Palo Alto LBC Senior Singles Tournament. 
The 14-entry competition was larger than 
any in recent memory and there were a lot of
talented bowlers.

With that many bowlers, There were two 12-
point qualifying games that eliminated six of  
the competitors. The remaining eight entered a
single elimination quarter finals with games to
12 points or a maximum of  10 ends.

The club funded a pool for cash prizes to the top
four winners and some of  that was used to fund
consolation prizes down the list. The first six
eliminated received a consolation prize of  a bottle
of  Corona. A few of  the six stayed to watch the
quarter finals games while enjoying their prize. 

A consolation prize of  a bottle of  wine was
awarded to those eliminated in the quarter finals.

A surprised and happy second place finisher, John Mac
Morris and our Senior Singles Champion, Bud Birkenseer.
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Four teams went undefeated. From left to right are, Shawn Roney & Robin
Hoey of  Berkeley LBC, Frank Matyskiela & Fred Anast of  Palo Alto
LBC, Eilan Sloustcher & Gerry Roliz of  Rossmoor LBC, and John
Grimes & Oscar Collaço of  San Francisco LBC.

The PIMD Aussie Pairs is a 
Very Popular Tournament
The Rossmoor LBC hosted an exceptional number of  30
teams for the increasingly popular Aussie Pairs tournament. It
is a fun tournament with mixed and matched pairs where
every bowler plays skip and lead during a game.

There were some very strong teams and PIMD Tournament
Director, Bud Birkenseer, promised that undefeated teams
would evenly split the pot of  combined prize money for the
number of  undefeated positions. As it happened, there were
four teams that ended up with 3 wins and 0 losses and they
split the combined 1st through 4th place prize money.

The total differential points were close too. However, for the
record, Palo Alto LBC members Frank Matyskiela and Fred
Anast were the top scoring team on the day.

Prize money was paid through 8th place. There were 11 teams
with two wins so the 5th through 8th place prize winners were
decided by differential points.

Senior Singles (continued from page 1)

Four bowlers, Bud Birkenseer, Larry Collaço, Ginger Harris,
and John MacMorris moved on to the semis. John was having
a good day for someone who hadn’t actually entered the tour-
nament. He came to roll the green in the morning and was
asked to replace a bowler who was unable to play. He was glad
he said yes, and ended up in the final game against Bud
Birkenseer.

Both Bud and John had some very close matches through the
elimination games. John and Ginger exchanged 1-point ends
for most of  their semi final, John finally eking out a 6–5 vic-
tory. Bud had to overcome a bumpy rink 7 and Frank
Matyskiela in the morning, come from behind in a couple of
games, and survive a tight battle with Larry to reach the final.

The final game wasn’t close. Perhaps Ginger had worn John
out in their match and Bud was, as he said, “bowling-out-of-
my-head” to win the tournament and claim the big prize.

Congratulations to our 2018 PALBC Senior Singles Cham-
pion, Bud Birkenseer and to all the competitors for some very
good bowling. And a big thank you to Ginger for providing
morning coffee with fruit and pastries, and lunch additions of
chips, cookies and bananas.

Ginger also ran a raffle in support of  the PIMD hosting of  the
Bowls USA National Championships. Ticket sales raised $82
which was split half  to PIMD and half  to the winner of  the
raffle, Grace Griffiths.

Success in the Wine Country
Several members of  our club recently travelled to Oakmont Lawn
Bowling Club in Santa Rosa to participate in the Sonoma
Wine Country Games. The two day event of  mixed triples was
a mixture of  serious competition as well as friendly conviviality
after the games were completed.  

Our members bowled well and won gold and silver medals. In
addition to medals, all of  the winners were presented with
a bottle of  tasty local wine.

Former Palo Alto LBC members Cheryl and Audie Anderson teamed up
with current member Joy Guy as team “Half  Fast Bowlers” and walked
off  with the gold medal.

Team “Wick it!,” Ian and Ginger Harris along with Bob Schwartz,
earned bronze medals. 
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What’s Happening at PALBC
President’s Corner
Our green is getting better and better each day since the City
did maintenance in May. If  you are not a tournament bowler,
try to bowl at least once a week at a draw game. The weather
right now is not too hot, and except for Sundays, we bowl be-
ginning at 10:00 a.m. Then afterwards, if  you are able, stay
and have lunch so you can get to know others in the club.
Bring your own lunch; we usually have chips or cookies on
hand.  

Recently I served as a “marker” for the Senior Singles tourna-
ment on May 24. It is easy to do: you just set the jack and if
asked by either bowler, indicate who is up or down, and where
the point is. Along with a few of  the also-rans, I watched the
play-offs and very much enjoyed the competition. Hopefully
next year I’ll be able to participate.

Markers are important in a singles game. They help move the
game along and allow the bowlers to put their energy into
bowling rather than walking up and down the green for proce-
dural duties. Please consider offering your time as markers, at
least for a game or two, at the club Women’s and Men’s singles
tournaments the end of  this month and the beginning of  July.
You will see some good bowling.  

now Bowling summer Hours
If  you haven’t been bowling in a while, we are now bowling
summer hours to escape the heat of  the day. Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday draw games start at 10:00 am (chips up at 9:45).
The Sunday draw games are still at 1:30 pm.

Members Photo Gallery
Thanks to Christine Stafford, photographs of  club members
are beginning to appear on the bulletin board located near the
piano. If  you have not had your picture taken, look for Nadine
who will do that for you. 

summer BBQ
Be sure to make a note on your calendar for the summer 
BBQ at PALBC. The date is Sunday, July 22. On the menu 
are hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, macaroni salad, 
corn-on-the-cob, watermelon, and dessert of  pie and ice
cream. The cost will be $20 per person, with $5.00 per person
going to our club’s fund raising effort for the 2019 Nationals 
in San Francisco. 

On this Sunday, bowling will begin at 10:00 am, so put your chip
on the board by 9:45. The BBQ will follow the draw games.

The evite will be sent out in early July; be sure to watch for it.
Be sure to RSVP so we will have enough food for everybody. 

who wants $5?
All you have to do is help out with our green rentals. We just
need volunteers to show our guests how to hold and roll the
bowl, and guide them as to who bowls when. Remember that
the renters come to have a good time, not to become proficient
at the game. If  you know how to play, you can help us. You

will never be asked to do it alone. There are always 1-5 other
lawn bowlers helping out at each event.  

Email Christine (christinedstafford3289@gmail.com) or Mar-
got (mgoodman@cbnorcal.com) with your name and we will
put you on our list. You will be sent an email with the time and
date of  the event, and how many helpers we need. 

If  you are able to help with one or more, just reply to us and
we will let you know if  you have been selected for the job. 

If  we don’t find more players willing to help, we will have to
cut down on the number of  rentals, and rentals pay our City
rental fees, keep the cost of  membership down, and help pay
for upkeep of  the green and clubhouse.

It’s a great way to volunteer and make a contribution to the
club. You even get a $5 credit to use for social events or tour-
nament fees at the club!

new Rental Committee Chairman needed
After five years of  being the Chairwoman or Co-Chairwoman
of  the Rental Committee, Christine Stafford is stepping
down. Her service has been invaluable to our club and we
are extremely grateful for her contribution.

It is now time for a new person, or partnership, to step up and
fill this important position. The characteristics a person needs
for this function are patience, organization, good records keep-
ing, and a frequent presence on email as that is the primary
contact from potential renters. You don’t need to be at the
event to open, or set up the rinks. One of  our coaches will 
do that. 

Email Christine (christinedstafford3289@gmail.com) if  you
have more questions about the responsibilities required.

no summer Bowling League
At this time it looks like the Summer League is going to be a
bust. Too bad, but we just didn’t get enough people to sign up.
People were interested, but too many were not able to commit
to the four weeks due to vacations and other events. We will
definitely try for an Autumn League later in the year.

a summer Bowling Blast 
Its time for the summer Bowling Blast. Many of  you were 
introduced to the club through the Blast. You may want to 
introduce your friends and co-workers to the game at this 
session. It is a game for young and old but, due to the size of
the bowls, it is best that participants are older than 14 years. 

Week 1. There is an introduction and review of  basic skills
plus some practice games.

Weeks 2–5. Games with Palo Alto bowlers each week. New
bowlers may earn points each week giving them a total at the
end of  week 5. A number of  prizes will be awarded to the
bowlers with the highest scores.

The games start at 6:00 on Wednesday evenings beginning
July 25 and end August 22. For further information, contact
John Hickson (j.hickson@sbcglobal.net).



what is my role as a lead?
We have recently changed from afternoon to morning bowl-
ing as the summer gets into full swing and we see more
bowlers on the green. It seems an opportune time to look at
the responsibilities of  the lead, the second (vice), and the
skip. So, this month I will start with the lead.

1. The lead of  the team to play first in an end must place 
the mat lengthwise along the center line of  the rink, with 
the front of  the mat at least 2 metres from the rear ditch. If
directed by the skip, it may be moved further out.

2. Next, deliver the jack and make sure it is centered before
delivering the first bowl. You should aim to deliver the jack
to where your skip is standing, as that is the length he/she
wants to play that end.

3. If  the jack is delivered too short (less than 23 metres from
the front of  the mat) or in the ditch or completely outside the
rink boundaries, the jack is returned. The opponents lead
will now deliver the jack and may move the mat before doing
so (normally at the request of  the skip). 

If  it is still not a legal jack, it will automatically be set at the 2
metres mark from the front ditch and the player who first de-
livered the jack will always deliver the first bowl. Their skip
can again ask the lead to move the mat a second time before
the first bowl is delivered.

4. The lead’s job is often underrated but the saying goes “As
the lead bowls, so the game goes.” You are a vital part of  the
team so you should aim to consistently get one or more

New Member
Edward Hickey

Mike Libby 

Lauren schreiber 

PALBC CALENDAR
June

23 PIMD Women’s Fives, Palo Alto LBC.
23 PIMD Men’s Fives, San Jose LBC.
24 Paul Edmond Fiesta, Oakland LBC.
30 PALBC Women’s Singles, Palo Alto LBC. Registration 

from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.
July

7 PALBC Men’s Singles, Palo Alto LBC. Registration from 
8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

14 PIMD Men’s Singles, Palo Alto LBC. Saturday 
and Sunday.

14 PIMD Women’s Singles, San francisco LBC.
22 BBQ Social, Palo Alto LBC. Bowling at 10:00 am, 

followed by a BBQ.
25 Bowling Blast starts, Palo Alto LBC. 6:00 pm until 

7:15 pm for five weeks.
28 PIMD Mixed 2 x 2 Fours, San Jose LBC.

August
4 PALBC Mixed Team Pairs, Palo Alto LBC. Registration 

from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

Coach’s Corner
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bowls close to the jack on every end (within 2 feet) and
preferably with at least one behind the jack. Very short
bowls are generally wasted bowls and are often called 
“nuisance” bowls because they may get in the way.

5. Normally, as the lead, you will decide which side to bowl
(forehand or backhand) and whichever you choose, you
should deliver all your bowls on the same hand, unless your
skip asks you to change.

6. You should stay on the mat and watch your bowl until it
comes to rest (you can learn something from every deliv-
ered bowl) then you must leave the mat, exiting to the right.

7. Do not be intimidated if  your opponent gets his/her bowls
close to the jack. Just concentrate on your own objective,
which is to get your bowls close to the jack and if  you can get
a close 2nd or even 3rd you give your team a chance.

8. At the completion of  each end, after the score has been
agreed upon, if  you have won the end, you can pick up the
jack to set the mat and roll the jack which will begin the
next end. If  you lose the end, you should pick up the rake
and gather in all the bowls and bring them back behind the
mat, set by your opponents lead. The bowls should always
be 3 or 4 feet behind the mat and to the right hand side.

Remember, the more you play the better bowler you will
become.

Next month I will cover the second’s (vice’s) role.

— John Hickson

11 PIMD McLaren Memorial Mixed Triples, 
San Francisco LBC.

18 Berkeley Jamboree, Berkeley LBC.
25 PIMD Mixed Pairs, San Jose LBC.
26 Centennial Cup Mixed Triples, San Francisco LBC.


