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Our Champions Giulia Gallo and Reggie Banares with Leslie Engler, Cathy Dinnean, Elizabeth Mulenga, 
Carrie Chiang, Christine Stafford, and Grace Griffiths.

Four Teams Contest
PIMD Women’s Memorial
Day Pairs 
Palo Alto hosted the PIMD Women’s Memorial
Day Pairs tournament on Saturday, May 25.
Eight women, four from Palo Alto, three from
Berkeley and one from San Francisco com-
peted under ideal weather conditions. The 
day was sunny, bright and warm, but not hot.
It was great day to be on our green and we
managed to squeeze in a club draw game on
the unused rinks.

The four teams were: Reggie Banares & Giulia
Gallo; Carrie Chiang & Elizabeth Mulenga;
Cathy Dinnean & Leslie Engler; and Christine
Stafford & Grace Griffiths. With the four teams,
each team played the other three in a simple
round robin. 

Congratulations to our PIMD Women’s Memo-
rial Day Pairs Champions, Reggie and Giulia
who won all of  their games to win. Carrie and
Elizabeth were second, winning two of  their
three games. The other two teams had a tie each. 

There was some fine bowling all day, and in their
last match, Christine and Grace went back and

forth with the first place finishers, Reggie and
Giulia. They came within two points of  tying the
winners and finished third.

In addition to the contestants, we had visitors.
Although retired from bowling, Linda Flores and
PIMD head umpire E.B. Parkell are great sup-
porters of  the game. They graced our green and
joined in the post game festivities. 

And our long time friend and colleague, Andre
Banares, 
accompanied Reggie to the tournament. We
were also joined by another old friend and col-
league, and a face from the past, Pedro Zalbidea,
who was visiting from Tuscon. Both Andre and
Pedro joined us in our club draw game on an 
unused rink.

Thanks are due to Christine Stafford and Nadine
O’Leary for providing the day’s hospitality.

U.S. Men’s Singles 
Playdowns
The battle to decide who would represent PIMD
in Men’s Singles at the National Championships
took place over two weekends at the Rossmoor
LBC. 16 bowlers met the first weekend to compete
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for the six slots available on the second weekend of  the play-
downs. The winner on that weekend would represent the PIMD
at the National Championships in San Francisco.

That first weekend was a battle. Games were played to 18
points and three bowlers won all six of  their games while the
other three qualifiers only lost one of  their six games. Mike
McClintock, a novice from Santa Clara LBC, bowled “lights
out” on the first weekend and was one of  those who won all of
his six games to finish first of the six qualifiers. 

Our Palo Alto club had two members qualify for the final
weekend, Fred Anast and Scottie Marzonie. They made their
long drives to Rossmoor worthwhile. Fred lives in the Sierra
foothills and Scottie lives in Mammoth Lakes.

The second weekend was played as a round robin, five 
games to 21 points against all the other five bowlers. Scottie
Marzonie, did PALBC proud. He went through two weekends
without a loss (11 matches) and is our PIMD Singles represen-
tative to the National Championships this year. He is “super
excited” to use his own words.

Congratulations to Scottie Marzonie, PIMD representative in Men’s 
Singles at the 2019 BUSA National Championships.

Playdowns (continued from page 1)

Herbert Hoover, Lawn Bowler!
With an institute, a tower, a pavilion, a school, and a park all
honoring him locally, the name Herbert Hoover is hard to miss
in Palo Alto. Hoover was President of  the United States from
1929 to 1933, and the town largely stood by him despite the
Great Depression which began early in his administration. 

But how many in his adopted hometown, where he became a
larger-than-life figure, ever suspected that he showed an inter-
est in lawn bowling? Such was the claim, however, made by
M.S. Rau, the famous New Orleans antiques dealer, when in
2010 it offered for sale a set of  lawn bowls inscribed and pre-
sented to the thirty-first President in 1931 by the American
Lawn Bowls Association (predecessor of  Bowls USA).

Some of  Rau’s claims sound suspicious, such as bowls being a
leisurely summertime game “played in the backyard.” (That
would require a rather formidable backyard!) And I can find
no evidence that Hoover ever played a game of  bowls in his
life, let alone made it into a pastime “he enjoyed several times
a week.” He actually had an aversion to exercise. He was a
keen angler, however, and fishing is well known to have been
his favorite form of  relaxation.

The bowls here in question are English, but not made by
Drake’s Pride or Taylor, or any company currently making
bowls. They are from J. Jaques & Sons, a venerable firm that
practically invented both croquet and ping pong. The asking
price for Hoover’s bowls with leather case was $32,850 in
2010. Their present whereabouts is unknown.

—Peter Danner
PALBC Historian

Men’s Memorial Day Pairs
The annual PIMD Memorial Day Men’s Pairs tournament
was hosted by the Sunnyvale LBC this year. There was a little
twist to the format this year. Instead of  the usual three 14-end
games, four 10-end games were played. 

With eight teams, there was a sorting done after the first
games. The four winning teams were placed in a bracket for a
hidden round robin and the teams that lost their first game
were sorted likewise. The hope was the competition would be
equalized within each group but the two groups were not sepa-
rated in the scoring. Points and differentials fell as if  that game
1 sorting never happened.

And sorting to even the competition worked. One of  the game
1 losing teams, Tom Burnoski & Ian Cameron, finished in
third place while one of  the game 1 winners fell to seventh.

Regardless of  the even competition, one team, Larry Collaço
& Bud Birkenseer swept all four games for the win. Robb
Pawlak & Jerry Knott had one loss to finish second.

Congratulations to Larry and Bud, 2019 PIMD Memorial
Day Men’s Pairs Champions!
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What’s Happening at PALBC
Message from the President
Once upon a midnight dreary as I pondered weak and weary
over many a quaint and curious volume of  forgotten lore, 
suddenly there came a tapping—I mean an email. 

Susan Newman, the great granddaughter of  the redoubtable
Virginia Arnott, the First Lady of  Palo Alto Lawn Bowls, came
upon an old newspaper clipping in an album of  Mrs. Arnott
bowling and defeating her 17-year-old competitor at age 77. 

Ms. Newman contacted me and wondered if  we might find 
the clipping about her great grandmother of  interest. The 
notations on the album page show understandable pride.

Sunday Coaching Clinics Will Continue
Train Your Brain coaching sessions will resume on Sunday,
June 23, starting at noon and will continue for the next two
months if  demand warrants it. Coaches Frank Matyskiela and
Sam Hebert have designed a series of  challenging drills and
exercises to help replace your bad habits with good ones.  

Three courses (out and back circuits) will be set up by noon for
use by participants for one hour. The drills are useful for be-
ginners and experts alike, will cover the basic skills of  rolling,
aiming and adjusting weight, and can serve as a warm-up for
the usual draw games. 

Each drill and its scoring rules are explained and demon-
strated by a coach, as necessary, and continued by each bowler
on their own. Scores will be recorded by the individual on the
first and subsequent Sundays, and other self-practice days, as a
trackable measure of  skill improvement.  

Green Reopens June 19
Our green has gotten some much needed renovation. Bright
View Landscaping brought in their Bermuda grass experts and
special equipment that they use on Palo Alto’s golf  course. The
special landscaping equipment allowed Bright View to finish
the work more quickly, and to leave the green in much better
condition than was the case last year.

Before closing the green, the landscapers aggressively attacked
some of  our weeds and this work has resulted in holes in the
green. The holes are still there and it remains to be seen how
quickly they will heal after this renovation.

Come Bowl to the Red, White, and Blue
Celebrate Independence Day on July 6 with Bowling and 
Barbecue. We will introduce a new format to make the bowl-
ing especially interesting and there will be a raffle for Closing
Banquet tickets in addition to other prizes. You don’t need to
be present to win the tickets if  you have ordered them by mail.

Bowling will start a little later than usual, 11:00 am (chip up by
10:45) followed by the barbecue at 1:00 pm. The cost is $15
for the barbecue and you must sign up by July 3.

Third Thursday Bowling 
Our next Third Thursday bowling extravaganza will be on
June 20. We vary the game format to add interest and chal-
lenges. In the past we have scored only the three bowls closest
to the jack regardless of  which team bowled them. 

We have also changed the location of  the mat and varied the
number of  bowls in each end. This brainchild of  Ginger 
Harris has proven to be popular and fun.

Bowlers are asked to pay $3, which is used to create a pot for
the winners of  each game. We also encourage bowlers to bring
their lunches and dine at the club after bowling.

Wednesday Night Bowling
Wednesday night bowling on June 19 and will continue
through the summer. Have your chips up at 5:15 pm with
bowling at 5:30. The plan is to have food of  various kinds 

Among other things, Virginia Arnott was the first president of
and the driving force behind the foundation of  our club.  We liter-
ally owe its existence, and the enjoyment that we get from bowling
in Palo Alto to her energy, dedication and love of  the sport.

She was remarkable in many other respects as well. If  you are
curious about Virginia Arnott, you need look no further than
the framed photograph and short biography that hang in our
clubhouse near the kitchen door. 

The excellent club history on the PALBC web site also has in-
formation about her. Both are worth reading and are the work
of  our talented historian, Peter Danner.

—John MacMorris

Susan Newman’s notations: “Only one of  the reasons we called her ‘Big
Gramma!’ She used to drive up to ‘the city’ to bowl. She was one of  the 

first women to cut her hair short, to drive a 
car, to (hand out) leaflets and go door-to-door
in Palo Alto for women’s sufferage, against
child-beating and cruelty to animals, and for
socialist/communist candidates, etc.”



New Member
David Usher

Coach’s Corner
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The Green is Ready for Summer Bowling
The club maintenance contractor, Bright View, has done
a great job with the green during the two week closure
and it will be in good shape when we resume bowling on
Sunday June 19.

They have considerable experience dealing with
Bermuda grass, which shows in the work they have done.
They have specialized equipment for spreading the sand
evenly across the green and at the same time filling the
core holes. It makes a huge difference.

Come out and enjoy the benefits of  the improved 
surface.

In addition to the regular morning draw games (10:00
am) on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, don’t forget
our very popular Wednesday evening bowling at 5:30
pm, followed by a social meal at 7:15 pm.

We will also continue the mid-day coaching session on
Sundays at 12:00 pm followed by bowling at 1:30 pm.

So, come on out and meet old friends and welcome all
the new bowlers who have joined this year. It would be
great to see the green full.

— John Hickson

provided by volunteers served after bowling. A sign up sheet
for this is posted on the bulletin board in the clubhouse.

BUSA Championships Closing Banquet
The San Francisco Lawn Bowls Club and the PIMD will host
a closing banquet after the National Championship tourna-
ment, on Friday, September 27. Attendance will be limited 
to 150 individuals. The host organizations are in the process of
allocating tickets ($50 per ticket) and will not take reservations
for the unallocated tickets until some time in mid July.

The Closing Banquet (including the awards presentation) 
will take place from 6:30 to 10:00 pm at the Conservatory 
of  Flowers in Golden Gate Park, which has been graciously
provided to the San Francisco LBC and PIMD by the San
Francisco Recreation & Parks Department. 

The first hour will be held within the Conservatory proper,
where guests may view the exhibits, and will include drinks,
appetizers and music. The banquet itself  will follow the 
cocktail hour in the Orchid tent adjacent to the Conservatory.

Dine with the Stars at the Banquet
Here is your opportunity to guarantee yourself  a seat. We are
going to raffle off  two of  our allocated tickets to the Closing
Banquet at our July 6 social event. Banquet tickets cost $50
each, which includes all food and 2 drink tickets. Raffle tickets
cost $10 each and the proceeds of  the raffle will be split 
between the PALBC and to PIMD.  

Our raffle is limited to regular members of  the PALBC. It will
take place at our July 6 social. If  you would like to participate,
but are not able to be present at the club on July 6, mail a
check for the number of  raffle tickets you want to John 
MacMorris at PALBC, 474 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto, CA
94301. In order to be eligible, your check must be at the club
before the drawing. 

As soon as we have more specific information about the 
availability of  additional ticket reservations, we will let you
know. In the meantime, please do not contact anyone at the
San Francisco Lawn Bowls Club about tickets.

Changes in the Board of  Directors
Due to time commitments, here has been turn over on the
club’s board of  directors. Former board members and officers,
Liz Hogan and Ed Walker have rejoined the board, replacing
Carrie Chiang and Joy Guy, who have resigned. Rose Selby
also resigned, but has yet to be replaced. We appreciate the
contributions of  Carrie, Joy and Rose and welcome Liz and
Ed back to the board.

PALBC CALENDAR
June

19 PALBC Green reopens for draw games.
22 PIMD sponsored Bowls USA Club Coaching Course, 

San Francisco LBC. Saturday and Sunday.
29 PALBC Women’s Team Pairs, Palo Alto LBC. 

Registration from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

29 PALBC Men’s Team Pairs, Palo Alto LBC. 
Registration from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

30 Paul Edlund Memorial Fiesta, Oakland LBC.
July

6 PALBC Independence Day Celebration Social, Palo 
Alto LBC.

13 PIMD Men’s Singles, Berkeley LBC. Saturday 
and Sunday.

19 PALBC Senior Singles (70+ men and women), Palo 
Alto LBC. Registration from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

20 PIMD “How to be a Lead Workshop,” location TBD.
27 PIMD Men’s Fives and Women’s Fives, 

San Francisco LBC
August

3 PALBC Men’s Singles, Palo Alto LBC. 
Registration from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.

4 PALBC Women’s Singles, Palo Alto LBC. 
Registration from 8:30 am, draw at 9:00 am.


