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President’s Day Barbecue
kicks Off  the New Year
Lured by the siren song of  grilled hamburgers,
hot dogs and sausages, 39 Palo Alto lawn bowlers
enjoyed the club’s warm hospitality on a cool 
February Sunday. Ed Gong did a great job on the
grill and we also had salads and baked beans
made by some of  our members.

After lunch 24 bowlers took to the green for our
favorite sport. it was a wonderful day and got
our year off  to a great start.

Thanks are due to ian Harris, Carrie Chiang,
Albert Tam, Rose Selby, Angie Peet, Linda
Jensen, Christine Stafford and all those who
pitched in to helped with the organization of  
the event and the clean up afterward.

After the barbecue. a number of  members bundled up on
a cold and sunny day for some bowling.

Peter Danner in a discussion with the coaches about a
particular approach to the game.

Frank Matyskiela, along with Sam Hebert and John
Hickson, all BUSA Certified Coaches, led us through an
effective series of  exercisers.

WiCkS

PALBC’s University of
Lawn Bowls
The club’s fine coaches conducted a master
class in lawn bowls for some fortunate Palo
Alto bowlers on Sunday, March 3. Frank
Matyskiela, Sam Hebert and John Hickson 
devised an imaginative and highly effective 
series of  exercises for us. 

We were hoping for a little larger turnout but
those in attendance discovered new ways of
practice to improve their game. 

We were on the green for two hours practicing
our basic rolling technique, concentrating on 
adjusting the weight of  our shots, increasing our
accuracy and performing some drills specially
formulated to teach us how to drive our bowls
through the head. The coaches circulated and
provided a lot of  individual instruction and 
encouragement.

John Hickson provided lunch which we enjoyed
while watching some instructive lawn bowling
videos on the big screen.

There will be additional skills classes during the
year and we hope more take advantage of  this
opportunity. Thank you to our coaches for a
great day on the green.



2 April 2019

Fun on the First Third Thursday!
We were delighted to see18 bowlers for the inaugural
“Third Thursday” game. Many brought lunch and enjoyed
some friendly chatter in the clubhouse prior to anteing up
their $3. We played a new game where only the closest three
bowls scored, and both teams could get points on each end.
There were smiles all around, especially the winners of  each
game who went home with a little money in their pockets,
kindly donated by their opponents! 

This month, Third Thursday will be held on March 21. Bring
your lunch around 11:30 if  you want to join in the pregame
frivolity. Make sure your name is on the draw board by 12:15,
have $3 in your hand and be ready to have some fun. 

This month we are mixing it up again with a “warm-up and
cool-down” format which uses increasing and decreasing num-
bers of  bowls for each end. You have to make every bowl
count! We will be bowling 16 ends, two with 1 bowl, two with
2 bowls, eight with 3 bowls, two with 2 bowls, and finishing
with two, 1-bowl ends. We will use normal scoring. That’s a
total of  36 bowls per person — the same number bowled as in
a straight 3-bowls-per-end 12-end triples game. We will make
an adaption for pairs games, no worries. it’s to add a little
brain work to our physical activity!

As with much of  our lives, we have to adapt to what comes our
way. And “Third Thursday” is no different. The April games
will be on the fourth Thursday (April 25) because the San
Francisco/Palo Alto Cable Car Classic is scheduled for the
third Thursday. Since April is the fourth month and we are
playing on the Fourth Thursday, we will count the closest four
bowls on those games. May the fourth be with you!

A Super Garage Sale!
Thank you to those who supported the fund-raising sale to
benefit the 2019 National Championships! A Harris garage
full of “treasures” donated by PiMD members across the divi-
sion are now living at someone else’s house. Yay! Who knew we
had all these wonderful items hiding in our closets! 

Thanks to Angie Peet, Dave Simpson, Joy Guy, Grace Griffiths,
ian and Ginger Harris for spending the day trading treasures for
cash. We raised $1300, polished off  a box of donuts (what is a
garage sale without doughnuts?), made some new neighborhood
friends, talked about lawn bowling and donated items left at the
end of  the day to charity. Thanks so much for your help!

Fun at the Friendship Games
Named for a man who worked hard at spreading the fun of
lawn bowling, the John Brown Friendship Games begin in
May. Our club hosts the first one on Wednesday, May 1. These
are friendly games where we meet members from other local
clubs and experience different bowling greens. 

The schedule for the games is as follows:
May 1– Palo Alto LBC
May 8– Sunnyvale LBC
May 15– Santa Clara LBC
May 22– San Jose LBC
May 29– Santa Cruz LBC
June 5– Carmel Del Mesa LBC

You may especially like the very fast artificial surfaces at the
San Jose and Santa Cruz clubs. You should try it at least once. 

These are casual draw triples games, all of  which are played
on Wednesdays, that are perfect for newer bowlers. There is
even the opportunity to win a little money. The format consists
of  one morning and one afternoon game. Players can choose
to bowl both games or only one. 

The cost is $3 per bowler for the day whether you bowl one or
both games. Please plan to arrive by 9:30 am and bring lunch.
You should also bring your name tag if  you are traveling to 
another club. Car pools can be formed for the away games.

Be Part of  the Bowls USA
National Championships
Please take time to look at the PiMD bulletin board in the
clubhouse. Right now there are sign-up sheets posted for those
who are interested in helping at the National Championships
as markers in singles games or scoreboard keepers in pairs
games. Both jobs are really important, but neither are 
particularly difficult. 

This is a good way to watch some great bowling up close and
help PiMD make the event run smoothly. There will be mini-
trainings to help you know exactly what your responsibilities
are. Or, talk to Ginger Harris about what is involved. We need
to get a rough idea of  who is available, even if you may
not know your exact schedule right now. Thanks in advance
for your help, Palo Alto bowlers. 
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What’s Happening at PALBC
Message From the President
While perusing the extensive library of  lawn bowling books
and resources we have in the club house (check them out!), i
came across A History of  the Game of  Bowls by E. J. Linney, (T.W.
Laurie, Ltd.,1933). in that book, English writer Silas Hocking
expressed his love for the sport, and in doing so, touched on
what many of  us find alluring about it. 

“...i make no claim to any special knowledge of  the subject. in-
deed i make no claim at all, save that i love the game. Hence my
chief  interest is not in its history, nor its rules and bye-laws, or
even in its distinguished exponents, but in the game itself.

“As long as i live i shall remain its debtor. i am convinced that
it has added years to my life; it has enormously enlarged and
enriched my circle of  friends and acqaintances; it has re-
freshed my spirit times without number; and it has lured me
again and again into the open air and sunshine when other-
wise i should have remained in the seclusion of  my study.

“During a long and busy life i have tried my hand at most
games, from marbles to billiards, from quoits to tennis, from
rounders to golf, and from none of  them have i derived greater
pleasure than from a game of  bowls. it is the most sociable game
i know, and evokes a spirit of  camaraderie and good fellowship
unsurpassed by any other game of  prowess or skill.

“it is sometimes said by people who live within earshot of  a
bowling green that bowlers are a noisy crowd, and it must be
frankly admitted that sometimes, in friendly games, shouts
and laughter and badinage and leg pulling are not infre-
quent; but that only goes to prove that ‘bowls’ is a delight-
fully sociable and friendly game, and that bowlers enjoy
themselves to the full…”

i share many of  those thoughts and perhaps you do too.
—John MacMorris

Spring Bowling Blast
Bring your friends, family, or people you meet at Starbucks or
Peet’s Coffee who might be interested in learning about our
game in a fun, and possibly rewarding, league format called the
“Bowling Blast.” The Blast will be running for five consecutive
Wednesday evenings (along with our TGiW evenings) beginning
March 20, running through April 17 from 6:00 until 7:15 pm. 

The first week will be an introduction to the game with some
basic instructions and coaching from our club members. The
following four weeks will be run as a league with different
teams formed each week, each with a member of  our club to
act as a player coach. (We need members to help with that.)
Scores for each bowler are tallied separately from week to
week, and there will be prizes for the winners at the end of  the
five weeks. it’s a Blast!

Those interested can register through the Palo Alto Enjoy
Catalog, or email Frank Matyskiela (frankmaty@aim.com).
The cost is $20 for the five-session class.

Help Us Clean Up Our Act
As grandmother said, “Many hands make light work.” What
she neglected to mention, however, is that lunch will be 
provided to those “many hands” and we can bowl afterward.

We have a list of  tasks that need to be done for individuals of
all types and all levels of  ability and energy posted at the club.
They will be familiar to anyone who has done this before. To
those who have not, the work is divided into chores in three
areas: the clubhouse and kitchen; the locker rooms and storage
closets; and the green and surrounding area.

A lunch will be provided for the volunteers. We hope to get a
good group out on Saturday, March 30 at 9:30 am. it would
greatly assist our planning for this event if  you could let us
know that you will join us and in which of  the three areas of
the club you prefer to work. Sign up on the exterior bulletin
board at the club or email John (palbc.johnmac@gmail.com).

Want a Real Paper Copy of WicksMailed to You?
if  any members would like to receive a paper copy of  Wicks
mailed to their home, please email  John MacMorris 
(palbc.johnmac@gmail.com).

Draw Pairs Tournaments to be Rescheduled
The Men’s and Women’s Draw Pairs tournaments, scheduled
for March 9, were canceled due to weather. There was an en-
couraging number of  entries for each tournament and we will
try to reschedule them later this year.

Novice –Veteran Tournament April 13
On Saturday, April 13, at the Santa Clara Lawn Bowls Club,
the PiMD will host its annual Novice –Veteran Tournament.
This is another fine bowling opportunity for new bowlers. The
general format is a pairs tournament with each pair composed
of  a novice and a veteran bowler. 

We encourage new bowlers to recruit veteran partners and for
veteran bowlers to enlist new bowlers. Remember that a
bowler is a novice for their first two years of  bowling.

Watch your email and the bulletin board for further details and
start recruiting a partner. Novices, please don’t wait to be asked.
Find an experienced bowler to partner with and join the fun.

Green Closure in June Instead of  May
The green will be closed for maintenance a little later this year,
hopefully so warmer weather will speed up seed germination.
The closure will run 11 days, from Monday, June 3, through
Thursday, June 13. it will reopen on Friday, June 14, for a 
kiwanis Club rental and our first draw game will not be until
Sunday, June 16, at 1:30 PM.

We expect that the landscapers will core the green to aerate it,
dethatch it to encourage new growth, and apply generous
amounts of  fertilizer and fresh sand. However, we hope to avoid,
or at least to mitigate last year’s problem of  too much sand.

The Challenge of  the Cable Car Classic
This traditional competition with the San Francisco LBC for
the coveted Cable Car is almost upon us. The contest alter-



New Members
Andrew Eacott

David Mulenga

Elizabeth Mulenga

Coach’s Corner
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Errant Bowls from a Neighboring Rink—
Look Out!
You must remember that all team members are respon-
sible for everything that happens on their own rink. 
According to the Laws of  the Sport of  Bowls (LOTSOB),
Law 12.2.1 states “A player must not go into a neighbor-
ing rink where play is in progress.” So who is responsible
for stopping a bowl from another rink from disturbing
your head? if  no one in your head sees the stray bowl
coming, it is reasonable for a bowler from the adjacent
rink to step across and stop the stray bowl, before it 
disturbs your head — if  they have time to get there!

So the lesson is to pay attention at all times, so you can
act quickly to avoid a problem.

Now, what are the laws? Under the section 37.6 Bowl dis-
placement by a bowl from a neighboring rink in LOTSOB: Law
37.6.1 states “if  a bowl at rest on the rink is in danger of
being moved by a bowl from a neighboring rink, any
player at the head must chose to: (37.6.1.1) lift the bowl
at rest to allow the other bowl to pass and then replace it,
as long as the action would not influence the outcome 
of  the head; or (37.6.1.2) stop the bowl from the 
neighboring rink.”

What do you do with the bowl from the adjacent rink
that has been stopped? Law 37.6.3 states “if  a bowl that
has been stopped was in its original course and was 
delivered on a bias that would have taken it back into its
own rink, it must be replayed.”

if  a bowl is clearly on a wrong bias it must be stopped
and is a dead bowl.

in summary, you are responsible for everything that hap-
pens on your rink, so keep alert at all times and be aware
of  the possibility of  stray bowls suddenly appearing from
a neighboring rink.

— John Hickson

nates from club to club each year and this year San Francisco
will host the event on Thursday, April 18.

it’s a friendly event but we currently display the Cable Car on
our club house wall and we want to keep it there!

These games are mixed-triples (men and women) and we
would like to have five or six teams. There is a sign-up sheet
posted on the bulletin board in the clubhouse or contact John
MacMorris (palbc.johnmac@gmail.com). Please sign up by
April 11 so we have time to coordinate our numbers with San
Francisco and make up the teams.

There will be a game in the morning and a game after lunch.
if  you can only play one game, write whether it is the morning
or afternoon game on the sign-up sheet. 

Please arrive by 9:30. We will set up car pools which make 
getting there and parking easier. Be sure to bring your own
lunch. Stay afterwards for wonderful post-game hors d'oeuvres
provided by our generous hosts.

This is the perfect opportunity to bowl on the greens that will
be used for the National Championships.

And get ready for our next inter-club tournament, the Meat
Axe Challenge on Sunday, May 5, when we host our rivals
from the Berkeley LBC. But that’s another story!

PALBC CALENDAR
March

20 PALBC Equinox Social, Palo Alto LBC. Pizza will 
follow Wednesday evening bowling.

20 PALBC Bowling Blast starts, Palo Alto LBC. This is 
the first of  five consecutive weeks, 6:00 pm –7:15 pm.

23 BUSA Men’s Pairs Playdowns, San Francisco LBC.
23 BUSA Women’s Pairs Playdowns, San Francisco LBC.
23 PiMD How to Be a Second or Skip Workshop, Palo 

Alto LBC. 10:00 am until noon.
30 PALBC Clean-Up Day and Lunch, Palo Alto LBC. 
30 BUSA Men’s Pairs Play-Downs, San Francisco LBC.

April
6 Southwest Division Open, Santa Anita LBC, Arcadia,

CA. Saturday through Thursday. 

13 PiMD Vet-Novice Tournament, Oakland LBC.
14 PALBC Chinese Banquet Social, Palo Alto LBC. 

Sunday bowling followed by the banquet.
18 Cable Car Classic, San Francisco LBC. Registration 

by 9:00 am.
27 PiMD Mixed 2x2 Fours, San Jose LBC.

May
1 John Brown Friendship Games, Palo Alto LBC.

Registration by 9:15 am, draw at 9:30 am.
5 Meat Axe Challenge, Palo Alto LBC. Registration 

by 9:00 am.
8 John Brown Friendship Games, Sunnyvale LBC.

Registration by 9:15 am, draw at 9:30 am.


